The following article will discuss Polish national attitudes among peasants in Eastern Galicia in the light of memoirs of peasant youth that the sociologist Józef Chałasiński collected in 1938 and analysed in his seminal work Młode pokolenie chłopów [The young generation of peasants].
INTRODUCTION
In recent years many important studies have been published on national attitudes among peasants in Galicia during the last decades before WWI.
2 However, they mostly ignored two important groups in Eastern Galicia, the 'Mazurians', as the Polish speaking and Roman Catholic peasants in Eastern Galicia usually were called, and the latynnyky, Ukrainian speaking peasants of Roman-Catholic religious denomination. Several hundred thousand villagers belonged to these groups. They have been largely ignored both in research on the period before WWI as well as in research on the interwar period. 3 The following article does not aim at a comprehensive treatment of the developments among these groups, but offers, based on an analysis of different paths of political change in Western and Eastern Galicia before WWI, an explanation for differences in Chałasiński's fi ndings on social and political attitudes among the generation of younger peasants in Eastern Galicia and in other parts of Poland. Chałasiński's collection of memoirs is one of the rare sources from the period before WWII where members of these groups within the rural population of Eastern Galicia present their own views.
economic, and cultural organisations that were active in the villages had assigned themselves national tasks or saw their activities as a part of competing national projects, i.e. the strengthening of the Polish or Ruthenian nation. 4 However, this did not mean that all villagers shared strong national identifi cations. For the large majority of the rural population religious affi liations and their social identity as peasants remained much more signifi cant. 5 Nevertheless, on the eve of WWI, there existed in nearly every village local branches of some countrywide national organisations. In many villages there were several of them. 6 Among the Ruthenians of Eastern Galicia these were mostly reading rooms of the Prosvita or Kachkovs'kyĭ Societies, cooperatives or branches of Sil's'kyĭ Hospodar, an organisation intended to improve the agricultural methods of peasants. In Western Galicia many Agrarian Circles of the Polish Association of Agrarian Circles (Towarzystwo Kółek Rolniczych, TKR) 4 In the article the term 'Ruthenians' (Ukr. Rusyny; Polish Rusini; German Ruthenen) will be used for the period before WWI instead of 'Ukrainians'. This is based on the fact that until that period two major directions competed for support among the Ruthenians, i.e. the people belonging to the Greek-Catholic denomination, the rus'ka vira (Ruthenian belief), about how to understand their national identity as separate from the Polish one. Except for the Ukrainophile direction there was a strong Russophile one that considered the Ruthenians being a part of the Russian nation. Though already in a minority positions since the last decade of the 19th century, it was only after WWI and the Bolshevik revolution in Russia that the Russophiles became a marginal group in Eastern Galicia. Therefore, it seems to be inappropriate to use the term 'Ukrainian' that the Ukrainophiles had propagated as replacement of 'Ruthenian' already since the end of the 19th century in such a sense before the period after WWI. On the different national directions among the Ruthenians of Eastern Galicia see John-Paul Himka, 'The Construction of Nationality in Galician Rus': Icarian Flights in Almost All Directions', in Ronald Grigor Suny and Michael D. Kennedy (eds.), Intellectuals and the Articulation of the Nation (Ann Arbor, 1999), 109-64. 5 The following section on Galicia before the WWI summarises results of my study Bauern und Nation. 6 The inclusion of the villagers in modern, functional organisations that breached the isolation of the villages had reached a substantial level in the years before WWI. In their seminal study, The Polish Peasant in Europe and America, William I. Thomas and Florian Znaniecki described this as the way the national integration of the peasant population took place, see iidem, The Polish Peasant in Europe and America: Monograph of an Immigrant Group, 5 vols. (Boston, 1918-20) , iv, pp. VIII-XII.
had been established (and some also in Eastern Galicia).
7 Several Polish organisations had been founded that should work for the improvement of the rural population's education. But except for the Society for Elementary Schools (Towarzystwo Szkoły Ludowej, TSL) during the last decade before WWI -I will discuss the specifi c features of this organisation below -all these organisations remained of a rather limited signifi cance in rural areas of Eastern Galicia. This is especially striking when compared with the Ruthenian Prosvita and Kachkovs'kyĭ Societies. 8 The main reason for this fact was mistrust and social distance between the Polish educated circles and the peasants that originated from the times of serfdom. Apparently, all social organisations as well as political parties of a countrywide signifi cance that were active in rural areas could not develop and persist for longer periods without cooperation of both circles of the educated strata and peasants. The reason why since the 1870s and 1880s Ruthenian organisations spread more successfully than their Polish counterparts seems to have been that mistrust and fear both on the side of the intelligentsia and on the side of the peasants were smaller though they also existed. On the one hand, the Greek-Catholic peasants saw, based on a shared religious identity, attempts of the Ruthenian intelligentsia to establish reading rooms in the villages and to organise them politically to a higher degree as a positive, supportive endeavour that corresponded with their interests. On the other hand, the Ruthenian intelligentsia did not fear to the same degree as the Polish one independent political and social activism of the peasants. In fact, Ruthenian political parties could hope to win parliamentary seats only with active support of peasant voters against Polish competitors. Different forms of organisation refl ected this difference in attitude. 9 The Kachkovs'kyĭ Society was designed from its inception in 1874 as an organisation that should attract a large peasant membership with full membership rights. The Prosvita Society that had been founded already in 1868 changed its statutes in 1877 accordingly under the impression of the larger success of the Kachkovs'kyĭ Society. 10 By contrast, nearly all Polish organisations that had been created with the purpose of educational and other work among the peasants were designed as organisations of the intelligentsia that worked among the peasants. They had no or nearly no peasant membership and, apparently, did not want to have it. Accordingly, peasants did not participate with membership rights in the decision-making processes within these organisations.
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While during the fi rst election to the Galician diet in 1861 in the fourth, rural curia in Western Galicia mostly peasants were elected and in Eastern Galicia nearly all seats in that curia were won by Ruthenians, most of them peasants or Greek-Catholic priests, during the following years the Polish political elites worked hard to reduce the number of Ruthenians as well as peasants in the diet and in the parliament. Between 1876 and 1889 no peasant succeeded to win a seat in the diet in Western Galicia and also the number of Ruthenian deputies was strongly reduced. established formally only in 1895. The election of 1889 signalled the beginning of increasing peasant political activism that rose slowly during the 1890s and accelerated further after the turn of the century. In rural Western Galicia it broke the political hegemony of the conservative landlords. In Eastern Galicia in the same period the Ruthenian political parties, especially those of the Ukrainian direction, rose in strength. 13 While the Polish political elites in Galicia so far had feared any political activism of the peasants not only as a potential threat to their political dominance, but also to their property and even their lives, Wysłouch and his followers from the democratic intelligentsia drew practical consequences from an image of the Polish peasantry that the left wing of the Polish national movement had already nurtured for decades, i.e. that the peasantry, the lud, would become an active part of the national movement and take up the struggle for Polish independence.
14 Wysłouch believed that this hope could only become real when the Polish national movement accepts peasants on an equal base within the national movement. Even more, he also believed that the peasants were the real 'core of the nation' (rdzeń narodu) and every politics that claimed to be national politics had to put peasant interests in the fi rst place. 15 identity provided the base for a cooperation of peasants and members of the intelligentsia in this new political movement. This movement developed a concept of Polish national identity that allowed expressing peasant social and political interests. Thereby, it also became attractive for politically active peasants. By reference to the peasants' signifi cance for the nation they could demand to take account of their social and political interests. 16 However, the Polish peasant political activism associated primarily with the Stronnictwo Ludowe remained mostly restricted to Western Galicia. No similar political movement developed among the 'Mazurian' peasants in Eastern Galicia. Polish politics in the rural areas of Eastern Galicia remained dominated by the conservatives and increasingly by the National Democrats. 17 Here the Ruthenian parties represented peasant interests. In Eastern Galicia, the work of the Polish intelligentsia among the peasantry continued in the traditional form of a patronising work for and among the peasants.
In Eastern Galicia, since the last years of the nineteenth century Polish work among the peasants became increasingly dominated by the TSL. This organisation had been founded in 1892 by the Galician democrats. Already from the beginning there had been a strong National Democratic current within the organisation that since 1902 had the majority of its board. In the following decade the organisation was able to extent its activities substantially. By contrast to earlier educational societies, it saw its work clearly as part of a national struggle against the Ruthenians in the East and the Germans in the West, where it concentrated its activities on Silesia. It established Polish schools, but developed also a wide range of other educational activities. For example, it increased the number of its reading rooms from 82 in 1901 to 1529 in 1913. This increase refl ected also the rise in the number of Polish youth with higher education and their increasing civic and national activism. They mostly carried the work of this organisation. One of the largest and most active circles of the TSL existed in Tarnopol (Ukr. Ternopil'), a region with a strong 'Mazurian' share among the rural population. The Tarnopol circle was one of the strongholds of the National Democrats within the TSL. The National Democrats had a similar origin as the peasant movement in Galicia, i.e. as part of a new current among the Polish intellectuals in the 1880s that wanted a stronger focus on the interests of the plebeian classes, primarily the peasantry, in Polish national politics. While the Galician Stronnictwo Ludowe actually organised an active involvement of peasants in politics, the National Democrats soon developed a hierarchical concept that imagined the nation primarily as a disciplined army in the permanent struggle with other nations. 19 In its annual report for 1903 the TSL's Tarnopol branch complained that the lud only slowly "awakes from its century-long dullness and passivity".
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Ten years later it reported already more initiative from among the peasantry, but maintained a strong claim for leadership by the intelligentsia that also revealed a radical nationalistic, in a way proto-fascist image of the nation:
The formless and cold bloc that our Polish lud in Podolia so far has been warmed up and changed during the last decade in a characteristic way. It is to be desired that there will be no lack of able masters and strong hammers that will forge as soon as possible a beautiful and living fi gure of the reborn Slavic Lechita.
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Such a view of the peasantry was far away from that of the Stronnictwo Ludowe that saw the peasantry itself in a role of leader and administrator of political power. Apparently, in Eastern Galicia the work of the Polish intelligentsia among the peasants did not lead to an active, sustainable involvement of peasants into national politics. The years of WWI and the following Polish-Ukrainian confl ict of 1918-9 brought much destruction, sufferings, and an exacerbation both of the national confl ict and the social tensions into Eastern Galicia. 22 Ukrainian hopes for a nation state collapsed, but remained on the political agenda. During the fi rst years of the Polish state some former members of the Ukrainian military continued the struggle by terrorist attacks in Eastern Galicia. In 1929, the Ukrainian underground organisation, the Ukraïns'ka viĭs'kova organizatsiya (UVO), transformed into the Organizatsiya ukraïns'kykh natsionalistiv (OUN), that during the 1930s attracted broader segments of the Ukrainian youth in rural areas and took up again the terrorist struggle against the Polish rule in Eastern Galicia and Volhynia. The denial of the implementation of autonomy for Eastern Galicia that the Polish state had promised in order to get international recognition of its eastern borders in 1923, remained a constant bone of contention in mutual relations. The initial boycott of Polish state institutions, including elections to the Polish parliament in 1922, by the Ukrainian political parties in Eastern Galicia was only slowly overcome. Attempts of more moderate forces on both sides to fi nd some form of agreement had only short-term effects. In general, also the nationalistic tensions in the countryside rose, compared to Austrian times, considerably. Violent attacks by Ukrainian nationalists on Polish offi cials, Polish institutions or property and also on moderate Ukrainians became a constant feature of the political situation in Eastern Galicia. How, under these circumstances, did develop Polish national identifi cations among the rural population? It has been argued above that before WWI on the one hand the national structurisation of society had been far advanced, but that on the other hand national identifi cations for many among the rural population did not have great signifi cance. It has been also argued that with the development of the Polish peasant movement, the ruch ludowy, a specifi c understanding of Polish national identity spread among politically active peasants that emphasised the national quality and signifi cance of the peasantry in order to support their political and social claims. Such an understanding of Polish national identity supported the national identifi cation of peasants. Therefore, in areas where the peasant movement was strong, Polish national identity was signifi cant for more peasants than in regions where the peasant movement had no or only small infl uence. This would suggest that peasants in Western Galicia felt more strongly as Poles than the Eastern Galician 'Mazurians'. However, one might also assume that here the strong movement among the Ruthenians had an effect on the non-Ruthenian peasants. They either may have felt the need to organise themselves against a Ruthenian dominance or may have joined the Ruthenians and increasingly abandoned cultural traits as language or religion that connected them to Polish national identity.
The Polish population in Eastern Galicia -in independent Poland, that region consisted of the voivodeships of Tarnopol, Stanisławów (today Ivano-Frankivsk) and the eastern part of the Lvov voivodeship -constituted a strong segment of the population of cities and towns, but in certain regions it had also a large share among the rural population. According to the Polish population census of 1931 about 1.86 million of the 4.73 million inhabitants of Eastern Galicia, i.e. 39.3 per cent, declared Polish as their language compared to 52.75 per cent who declared Ukrainian or 'Ruthenian'. Results concerning religious belongings that often were identifi ed with Polish or Ukrainian national identity were somewhat different. 28.6 per cent declared to be members of the Roman-Catholic church while about 60 per cent declared to belong to the Greek-Catholic Church. Ukrainian public criticised them as being falsifi ed and presenting the share of the Ukrainians as too low. In contrast to the census of 1921, when the Ukrainian parties had called for a boycott, in 1931 they urged the Ukrainians to participate in order to prove the strong Ukrainian presence in the region. Grzegorz Hryciuk's recent study confi rms, based on a thorough analysis of the census and other data, that the Ukrainian critique of the results to a certain degree was true. The census exaggerated not only the share of those who declared Polish language, but also the share of the Roman-Catholic population -according to Hryciuk of about 4 per cent on the cost of the Greek-Catholic group. 25 Nevertheless, while containing a certain distortion of numbers that has to be born in mind, the census provides some important information. It is well known that Poles and Jews were the most important groups of the inhabitants in most of Eastern Galicia's cities and towns. Despite this fact, city dwellers constituted, according to the census, only 17.5 per cent of the Polish population in Tarnopol voievodeship and 35 per cent in the voievodeship of Stanisławów. Nearly 69 per cent of the Polish population of the voievodeships of Tarnopol, Stanisławów and Lvov (including its western part) earned their living from agriculture. 26 The numbers, even if they are too high, clearly show that in Eastern Galicia there was a peasant population of several hundred thousand who had connections to Polish identity by religion or language. However, as the following analysis will show, Polish national identifi cation among them was rather weak.
In the following part of the paper I would like to analyse how Polish national identifi cations developed among peasants of Eastern Galicia during the interwar period. This analysis will be mostly based on autobiographies of young peasants that the sociologist Józef Chałasiński collected in 1937 and analysed in his monumental work Młode pokolenie chłopów where he also published many autobiographies in full or in longer excerpts. Two years before there had been published already another important collection of peasant autobiographies from the interwar period, i.e. the two volume Pamiętniki chłopów. It originated from a call for writings issued in 1933 by the Instytut Gospodarstwa Społecznego headed by the Marxist sociologist Ludwik 25 Ibidem, 115. 26 Ibidem, 81.
Krzywicki, who also wrote an introductory analysis. 27 However, this collection included only one autobiography from Eastern Galicia and Krzywicki's introductory survey of the autobiographies addressed the problem of the peasants' national attitudes only in passing. He did not refer to the situation in specifi c regions. 28 While Chałasiński aimed at a sociological analysis of changes in attitudes, ambitions, values, and experiences of the peasant strata, the collection of Krzywicki's institute intended primarily to expose the peasants' poverty and misery that had increased as a result of the economic crisis since the end of the 1920s. 29 The only autobiography from Eastern Galicia in Krzywicki's collection, that had been written by a peasant from the district of Buczacz did not address relations with Ukrainians. Like the others in this collection, it stressed the economic misery and briefl y referred to a disappointment of the peasants with the Polish state because of the peasants' economic decline and poverty. 30 In 1937, Chałasiński had published a call for autobiographical descriptions of "life, work, deliberations and aspirations" of rural youth below the age of thirty in the paper 'Przysposobienie rolnicze' and subsequently in several papers on organisations of rural youth. 31 The response was unexpectedly strong. He received 1544 autobiographical writings from the whole of Poland and members of all different rural youth organisations. The length of the writings ranged from several to several dozen pages. The authors of the best texts were awarded scholarships for agricultural education or prizes in books or money. 32 Chałasiński, a former student of Florian Znaniecki, here used a method that the Polish sociology had developed since the 1920s. This method was based on the theoretical assumption that social 27 Pamiętniki chłopów, 2 vols. (Warsaw, 1935-6). 28 Ludwik Krzywicki, 'Nieco o pamiętnikach i pamiętnikarzach', ibidem, i, pp. XIX-XLII. 29 The call for writings that the Instytut Gospodarstwa Wiejskiego issued, strongly suggested to expose the economic hardship that many peasants suffered from. Consequently, many writings focused on poverty and economic decline. For a critique of this bias see Władysław Grabski, 'Pamiętniki chłopów i środowisko społeczne wsi polskiej', Przegląd Socjologiczny, iv, 3-4 (1936), 297-340. 30 Pamiętniki chłopów, i, 701-14, here: 705, see also 701. 31 The call is reprinted in Chałasiński, Młode pokolenie chłopów, i, pp. XXIV-VI. 32 Ibidem, XXVI f., XXXV-VII, 1. On Chałasiński's collection see also In his analysis of the autobiographies of peasant youth Chałasiński came to the conclusion that they identifi ed with Poland in a much stronger way than the generation of their parents because, practically, they knew only life in a Polish state. 34 In general, Chałasiński in a sharp contrast to Krzywicki's description drew a very positive, optimistic picture of the younger generation of peasants. He stressed their social activism that expressed itself in activities in many different organisations in the villages, in better education and in a strive for improvements in agriculture. 35 However, Chałasiński, himself a son of a scribe from a village near Lublin, is not free of a certain pathos of peasant patriotism that was characteristic for the peasant movement. This is evident when he, for example, writes that the peasantry had become "aware of its rights and strength and with the rising feeling of its power it consciously takes over the responsibility for the future fate of Poland." 36 At another place he praised the peasants' participation in military units during the struggle for independence during and after WWI. 37 Chałasiński is strongly critical of the educated strata of Polish society and their attitude towards the peasantry. He fi nds that arrogance and paternalism towards peasants continued into the Second Republic. The Polish intelligentsia did not accept peasants as equal.
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When Chałasiński writes about two different, at least partially contradictory cultures, existing in Polish society, 'a culture of the intelligentsia' and 'a peasant culture', he suggests that in this respect not much had changed since the 1880s when Jan Ludwik Popławski 33 Thomas, Znaniecki, The Polish Peasant. Thomas and Znaniecki did not use materials that were created for the purpose of research, as Chałasiński did, but other individual materials as letters or diaries. 34 Chałasiński, Młode pokolenie chłopów, i, 2. 35 Ibidem, 8. 36 Ibidem, 13. When he also states that peasant children who acquire higher education usually lose positive moral features of the peasant strata, he seems even to take up some of the more problematic ideas of interwar agrarianism, ibidem, 46 f. Critical about the "intelligentsia of peasant descent" also pp. 95-9. 37 Ibidem, 66 f. 38 Ibidem, 13-47.
published his famous article about the 'two civilisations' within the Polish nation. 39 More clearly, Chałasiński states in another part of his work that until his days "the basic structure of Polish society is that it consists of two strata: peasants and lords (chłopi i panowie)."
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He considered being 'peasant' or 'lord' the two 'social-customary models' in social perception and, thereby, social reality of the Second Republic. 41 In this perception the peasant existed, as Chałasiński put it bluntly, only for work while the pan (lord) was considered to be an 'autonomous being' that did not need any further justifi cation in order to give his existence and actions a sense. 42 Among the perceptions of both groups Chałasiński counted also that the lords existed to rule and the peasants to work ("chłopa do roboty i pana do rządzenia").
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He accused the rule of Piłsudski's followers and their disregard of peasants and their interests as a new szlachetczyzna -the (bad) rule of the Polish gentry, that deepened the abyss between the two groups in Polish society. 44 Furthermore, Chałasiński shows clearly how views and values that the Polish peasant movement had developed before WWI continued to spread among the peasant youth in the interwar period. In a certain contrast with Krzywicki's fi ndings Chałasiński did not conclude that the rising social and political tensions in Polish society during the 1930s resulted into an alienation of the peasant youth from Polish national identity and the Polish state. In his view, social radicalism was combined with increasing peasant self-confi dence. The young peasants did not reject the nation, but claimed its leadership. 45 In the second volume of his work where Chałasiński gives an analysis of the peasant youth's autobiographies in the different 39 Ibidem, 46. Popławski's article, published in the fi rst issue of the Warsaw journal Głos in 1886, criticised the social distance between the educated classes in Polish society and the "people" and called both for the latter's equal treatment and a recognition of their social interests as a precondition to gain their support for Polish national aims. On this article in the context of the Polish political debates of the 1880s see Porter, When Nationalism Began to Hate, 112-7. 40 Chałasiński, Młode pokolenie chłopów, i, 69. 41 Ibidem, 72. 42 Ibidem; see also 83-95. 43 Ibidem, 99. 44 Ibidem, 101-10. 45 Ibidem, 118 f., 163 f.; Ludwik Krzywicki, 'Kiedyś zadnieje?', in Pamiętniki chłopów, i, pp. V-XVI, here: X f.
regions of the Polish state, for Eastern Galicia he presents a much less optimistic account of changes in the Polish peasantry as he did for other regions and in the general parts of his study. He characterised the writings that he received from this region as "extremely poor and weak". The number was small and apparently also the quality of descriptions and refl ections was humble. 46 The writings also suggested a low level of organisation among the peasant youth in who region. The percentage of peasant youth among the writers who did not belong to any organisation here was higher than in all other regions. 47 Nevertheless, during the fi rst years of the Second Republic the Polish People's Party (Polskie Stronnictwo Ludowe, PSL) 'Piast' that dominated in rural Western Galicia gained also a certain infl uence in Eastern Galicia. As a result of the Ukrainian parties' boycott of the elections to the Sejm in 1922 the PSL 'Piast' could win here twenty seats and became the strongest party in Eastern Galicia in front of the (National Democratic) Christian Union of National Unity (Chrześcijański Związek Jedności Narodowej) that got fourteen seats. In Eastern Galicia the PSL 'Piast' had its best result in the election district 54 that comprised the southern parts of the Tarnopol Voievodeship, an area with a large share of Roman-Catholic or Polishspeaking rural population. Here it got 43.6 per cent of the votes. But because of the Ukrainian boycott only 34.6 per cent of the voters had cast their ballots. 48 In spring 1921, the party's newspaper Piast claimed that there existed several hundred of its party circles in Eastern Galicia. 49 In autumn 1925, the party's leadership stated that in the villages of the Tarnopol voivodeship "except for the ludowcy there is no one", i.e. there is no other Polish party than the PSL. 50 However, by contrast to the areas of Western Galicia where this party had a strong infl uence 46 Chałasiński, Młode pokolenie chłopów, ii, 132. 47 Ibidem, 137 f.; see also p. no details are known about its party organisation in Eastern Galicia, probably indicating that the organisational structures were rather weak compared to other areas. 51 This is confi rmed by the fact that the Polish peasant parties lost most of their support in Eastern Galicia in favour of pro-Sanacja parties in the following elections in 1928.
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Nearly all authors from Eastern Galicia who responded to Chałasiński's call for autobiographies describe a strong antagonism with the Ukrainians and are impressed by the strength of the Ukrainian organisations as compared to the Polish ones. 53 Chałasiński reports that unlike to those from Eastern Galicia many writings from Volhynia, where the Ukrainian nationalist movement was weaker, described attempts of joint initiatives between Ukrainian and Polish peasants. From Eastern Galicia, Chałasiński received only one autobiography written in Ukrainian. It had been sent in by the son of a poor Ukrainian peasant who had to leave an Ukrainian organisation because he could not pay the fees. Two autobiographies came from the Hutsul region. One of the authors was a supporter of a Hutsul nation and, apparently, was in close contact with Polish nationalists who attempted to weaken Ukrainian infl uence by supporting regional identities. 54 The other sent a long, well-written account, but avoided, probably consciously, all directly political subjects or those related with the national confl ict. He focused nearly solely on personal or agricultural matters and his agricultural education. 55 It is characteristic that several autobiographies that Chałasiński cites were written by sons and daughters of Polish settlers in Eastern 51 Ibidem. When a major split in the parliamentary faction of the PSL 'Piast' occurred in 1925, most of its members from Eastern Galicia joined the newly founded Stronnictwo Chłopskie. These confl icts may have contributed to the weakening of the organisational structures in the region. 52 Tomasz Szczechura, 'Wyniki głosowania w obwodach wiejskich na listy polskie podczas wyborów do Sejmu w latach 1919, 1922 i 1928', Roczniki Dziejów Ruchu Ludowego, x (1968), 66-121, here: 109-11, 114. 53 Chałasiński, Młode pokolenie chłopów, ii, 132 f. 54 Another means for this aim were attempts of the Polish government to revive traditions of former membership in the Polish gentry, the szlachta, among some groups of both Greek-Catholic and Roman-Catholic peasants in Eastern Galicia that began for the most part in the middle of the 1930s, see Potocki, Polityka państwa polskiego, 174-85. 55 Chałasiński, Młode pokolenie chłopów, ii, 132 f. That account is reprinted in full length ibidem, iii, 305-32.
Galicia. Apparently, their civic activism and Polish nationalism was much stronger than that of the indigenous Roman-Catholic and Polish speaking population. In the beginning of the 1920s many Poles, mostly peasants from Western Galicia, acquired land in Eastern Galicia that after the devastations of the war in that region was relatively cheap. This was not a part of the settlement of Polish veterans -'the military settlement', that exacerbated relations between the Polish state and the local population in Volhynia and the northeastern borderlands -, but a mostly privately organised movement for economic reasons that, nevertheless, had a certain support from the administration and Polish political parties. When the legal basis and the institutions for implementing the land reform had been created in the beginning of the 1920s, they organised or regulated the settlement. 56 Like the military settlement, also these settlers experienced a hostile relationship with their Ukrainian neighbours because for them the settlers were competitors for land of which the Ukrainian peasants believed that they had a right to. 57 In view of a rising population and a lack of land in Western Galicia, the Stronnictwo Ludowe already before the war had supported the settlement of Polish peasants in Eastern Galicia. After the war the PSL 'Piast' propagated such a settlement similar to the military settlement with nationalistic arguments that also had a resonance among the settlers. Already Bolesław Wysłouch's 'Programmatic Sketches' (Szkice programowe) of 1886, a foundational document of the peasant movement, had expressed the conviction that only those territories were in the secure possession of the Polish nation where Polish peasants settled. However, the Szkice programowe had resigned from the territories east of the river San for the Polish nation because they had a majority of Ukrainian inhabitants. 58 Later, the PSL and PSL 'Piast' kept only to the fi rst of these two programmatic statements.
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Conditions for the settlers often were diffi cult. Referring to their role in the defense of the Polish national interests against hostile Ukrainians, the settlers demanded support from the Polish state. 60 Chałasiński included into his study a lengthy quote from the account of a settler's daughter who had moved to Eastern Galicia in 1921 from Mielec district in Western Galicia. Her parents had sold their house with half an acre and a cow for 120,000 Polish marks and acquired seven acres -four acres cropland and three acres forest -58 Lato and Stankiewicz (eds.), Programy stronnictw ludowych, 39. 59 So, e.g., in a joint declaration the PSL 'Piast's' deputies to the Viennese Reichsrat and the Galician Sejm from January 1918, demanded not only a land reform, i.e. the distribution of estate land between smallholders, but they declared also "in view of the fact that Poland's borders go as far as the Polish land is in possession of the Polish peasant … and that land is the basis of the nation's existence, the club of the PSL deputies determines as its dogma that for land that anywhere is in Polish possession and should go into other hands Polish peasants should have precedence"; Materiały źródłowe do historii polskiego ruchu ludowego, 4 vols. (Warsaw, 1966- near Stanisławów for 150,000 Polish marks. The land had laid waste as a result of the war. The author belonged to the radical peasant youth organisation Rural Youth Union (Związek Młodzieży Wiejskiej) 'Wici'. She phrased the motivation of her father to move to the east in very patriotic terms. They showed that she expected an economic reward as compensation for her father's active participation in the wars for Polish independence. At the same time the author struggles with a contradiction that characterised also the attitude of the Polish peasant parties towards the Slavic minorities. On the one hand there was the wish to acquire land in the East for Polish peasants and on the other hand the belief in shared social interests with the mostly peasant Ukrainians and Belarusians. The competition over land alienated the latter from the Poles while the peasant parties otherwise believed that respect for peasant social interests could also attract Ukrainians and Belarusians to the Polish state. 61 After having mentioned her father's dreams of an independent Poland while serving during WWI she referred to a statement of the peasant party politician Jan Dąbski who had negotiated the new Polish border in the east with the Soviets at the peace talks in Riga in 1921:
When in resurrected Poland the slogans of social reforms were proclaimed and Jan Dąbski said that in the East Poland rests on the white little peasant huts and not on the nobility's palaces, I then thought that the blood had not been spilled as well as the hunger and the war's adversities had not been suffered in vain. But then these huts in the East, on which Poland should rest, became disregarded and the system forgot them and the white huts in the East and the land, that had been spilled with plenty of Polish blood, went for next to nothing into the hands of Poland's enemies, the Ukrainians, because though they are our brothers they are, nevertheless, secret enemies of Poland who want to remove as many settlers as possible from Eastern Lesser Poland, and the governing elements do not care to prevent that and do not care for strengthening the Polish element in the borderlands. Many of the settlers who had come to Eastern Galicia in the beginning of the 1920s left the region again in the following years. The authors of the autobiographies mention the hostile attitude of the Ukrainians as the main reason. But economic diffi culties in establishing new farms certainly also played a major role. 63 So, for example, the son of a settler from a settlement near Stanisławów reported that from his community already several sold and returned to the west and they sold into the hands of the Ukrainians. It should not happen that Polish fi elds go into the hands of the Ruthenians because we came here in order to Polonise. Who is guilty of that, I don't know, but it seems that the government is guilty. 64 Ten of the originally 62 settlers in this settlement had sold their property to Ukrainians. The daughter of a settler who had moved from near Cracow to a village near Kolomija reported a somewhat different story about rising national antagonisms in the village. She had fi nished a teachers seminary in Kolomija and organised a female branch of the Rifl emen's Association (Związek Strzelecki) in her village where 90 per cent of the inhabitants were Ukrainians, "in order to protect them [the girls/the women] from Ruthenisation." She attested to the other Poles who were not settlers a high degree of assimilation to the Ukrainians and a cautious attitude of the women to her organisational endeavor:
Only reluctantly they agreed to become members because they had no social sense and they did know only little about the fact that they are Polish. They were staying in the company of Ruthenian boys and talked to them in Ruthenian. Some even dressed in the Ruthenian way. They had embroidered shirts and skirts wide like umbrellas. They went to the Greek-Catholic church, but were not guilty of that because there was from a village near Podhajce reported that he started to realise that there were more Poles only at the age of fi ve when his mother took him to Roman-Catholic parish fairs. The Polish language was alien to him. This is how he reports his dialogue with his mother when he saw other Poles at the fair:
-And those, who are they? -They are lords (panowie).
-And why do they speak Polish and we Ruthenian? -Because the lords speak in Polish and Polish is spoken also in the church.
-Mum, could we speak in Polish? -What do you think, they would make fun of us. 71 However, later he became a Polish patriot.
IV CONCLUSION
The Polish peasant movement and its peasant concept of Polish nationalism gained strong roots in Western Galicia but it remained weak in Eastern Galicia. In Eastern Galicia it did not spread before WWI and did so only to a limited degree in the interwar period. Polish peasant nationalism had support among the Polish settlers. They exposed a strong Polish identity that allowed them to demand support and protection from the Polish government. But they were often in a diffi cult position both for economic reasons and because of the hostile attitude of their Ukrainian neighbours. This was different for the indigenous Roman-Catholic and/or Polish speaking peasants. Their social role as peasants continued to form a strong link to the Ukrainians and to alienate them from Polish identity. Clearly, their assimilation towards a Ukrainian identity continued in the interwar period while this does not seem to have been an option for the settlers. As Chałasiński's analysis suggests, assimilation might have rather increased during the 1930s when tensions in the countryside rose and more radical attitudes spread among the rural population because of diffi cult economic conditions and a way of rule that the peasant movement denounced as a return of szlachetczyzna.
